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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Remarks 

1 . T6his action is in response to the communication filed on 1/30/09. 

2. Claims 5 and 20-22 have been canceled. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6-19 and 230-25 are pending in this action. 

The indicated allowability of claims 1 , 7, 9, 1 3 and 23-25 is withdrawn in view of 
the newly discovered reference(s) (see below). Rejections based on the newly cited 
reference(s) follow. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the features — means 
for indicating a category, means for indicating quantity and hierarchical structure, as 
recited in claims 23-25 must be shown (indicated) or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
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and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 9, 13 and 19 are objected to because of the following informalities: in 
claim 9 on lines 6 and 9; in claim 13, on lines 5 and 9; and in claim 19, on lines 7 and 
1 1 , the word "data" should be qualified with the word "indicator", so as to read — data 
indicator . Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-4, 6 and 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims do not qualify as a 
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statutory process under 35 USC § 101, as stipulated in the May 15 Memorandum by the 
Deputy Commissioner for Patent Examination Policy, John J. Love. According to the 
memorandum, a § 101 process must (1 ) be tied to another statutory class (such as a 
particular apparatus) or (2) transform underlying subject matter (such as an article or 
materials) to a different state or thing. The above process claims qualify neither of these 
criteria. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 6-8 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over applicant's admitted prior art (APA) in view of Sarkkinen et al. 
(Sarkkinen) (US 6,839,565 B2). 

As per claim 1: the APA discloses a method comprising: 

broadcasting or multicasting, one or more announcements on a second level of a 
hierarchical structure, the one or more announcements relating to a category of an 
information service (see page 1 , line 20-page 2, line 2; page 2, lines 5-19); and 

broadcasting or multicasting on a first level of the hierarchical structure (see page 
2, lines 4-5): 

data indicating a category to which the one or more announcements transmitted 
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at the second level relate (see page 2, line 1 — 17) ; and 

constituting the one or more second level announcements, wherein the second 
level is lower than the first level (see page 2, lines 1 1-25). But, the APA does not 
explicitly teach about — data indicating a quantity of announcement information, as 
claimed. However, in the same field of endeavor, Sarkkinen teaches about multicast 
service announcement wherein the announcement includes a list that contains a 
number of multicast service announcement identifications (see fig. 3; col. 6, lines 38-57, 
particularly lines 38-46; col. 8, lines 13-41; col. 9, lines 8-17; claims 13, 15 and 16). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the APA with the teaching of Sarkkinen for the advantage 
of sending a multicast services announcements, from a first network node to a second 
network node, including service announcement identification (see col. 3, lines 3-19). 
As per claim 2: the APA .teaches method, in which the second level is immediately 
below the second first level (see page 2, lines 4-25). 

As per claim 3: the APA teaches a method, further comprising broadcasting or 
multicasting at the first level information identifying a location of access of the first 
second level announcement information (see page 2, lines 4-25). 
As per claim 6: the APA teaches about a method, wherein the broadcast or multicast is 
an Internet Protocol datacast transmission using time-slicing (see page 1, lines 9-32). 
As per claim 7: the features of claim 7 are similar to the features of claim 1 , except 
claim 7 is directed to an apparatus intended to perform the steps of method claim 1 . 
Hence, since the steps of claim 1 are obviated by the prior art of record and the 
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apparatus of claim 7 is required by the method steps of claim 7, claim 7 is rejected on 
the same ground and motivation as claim 1 . 

As per claim 8: the APA teaches about an apparatus which the second level is 
immediately below the first level (see page 2, lines 4-25). 

As per claim 23: the features of claim 23 are similar to the features of claim 1 . thus, 
claim 23 is rejected on the same ground and motivation as claim 1 . 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
references applied t the claims above and further in view of Shepherd et al. (Shepherd) 
(US 7,281,058 B1). 

As per claim 4: but, the references applied to the claims above do not teach about a 
method, further comprising broadcasting or multicasting at the first level information 
identifying a timeout value, as claimed. However, in the same field of endeavor 
Shepherd teaches about delivering and receiving multicast content across a unicast 
network, wherein delivery information includes a time-out value (see col. 7, lines 48-55; 
col. 8, lines 52-67; col. 14, lines 34-47). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the above 
references with the teaching of Shepherd for the advantage of controlling the duration 
for which a multicast enabled router (or node) will deliver multicast packets to a 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 9-19 and 24-25 are allowed. 

As allowable subject matter has been indicated, applicant's reply must either 
comply with all formal requirements or specifically traverse each requirement not 
complied with. See 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 (b) and MPEP § 707.07(a). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Meless N. Zewdu whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7873. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am to 5:00 pm.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bost Dwayne D can be reached on (571) 272-7023. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Any inquiry of a general nature relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2600. 

/Meless N Zewdu/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2617 

5/18/2009 



